CUMBERLAND UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB

PLAYING HISTORY & INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Since its inception Cumberland has competed in various tournaments and competitions and has won numerous trophies but probably none more significant as in 1978 when the club won the State League Championship (Division 1 – Top Grade) and the Federation Cup in the same year.

The significance of the win can be measured more clearly if you take into account that up to 1978 only ten (10) clubs had ever achieved the League and Cup double since 1903 and some very illustrious clubs had never won the League Title, clubs such as Croatia, Azzurri, Beograd, Victoria, Elizabeth, Para Hills and Campbelltown.

Players and officials involved with the squad that year were: Robert Parks *, Barry Leane, Alan Portlock, Mike Ball (Captain), Laurie Peterson, Daryl (Harpo) Evans, Gary Reeves, Brian Welsh, Dave Mahony, David Leane, Steve Parks, Martin Charman, Dave Mexsom, Tim Dobney, John Mason, John Penman, Julian Stuart, Brian Harvey, Gary Pankhurst – Kevin Johnson, Perry Nash, Kevin Megeney.

Denis Harlow – Manager/Coach

Dennis Grant – Senior Coach

John Garside – Assistant Coach

Don Jackson * – Physiotherapist

Cliff Harlow – Team Manager (To July)

Dave Mathieson – Team Manager (From July)  

In 2009 Cumberland again won a League and Cup double but as the League was the 2nd Division it is not recognized as an Official League and Cup double.

Over the years Cumberland has had a reputation for being an extremely consistent team and no matter how good the opposition, the result was never a forgone conclusion. In fact during the period from its beginning in 1943 until 1981 (39 years), the club had only been in the 2nd Division on four occasions and never for more than one year at a time (1953, 1967, 1969, 1976).

The Club has participated in many varied competitions over the years, both in South Australia and interstate ie: 

(SA)
Whyalla, Pt Pirie, Naracoorte, Mt Gambier, Berri, Barmera

(Vic)
Prahran, Springvale, Moorlands 

Cumberland achieved a significant win in the Barmera Carnival in 1967, when it got through to the Final and beat Polonia 2-0 to take the trophy.

Some statistics associated with the club and worthy of note are as follows:

SENIORS

Champions SA State League (Div1)
1978, 1999

Runners up SA State League (Div1)
1979

Federation Cup Winners
1978, 2009

Advertiser Cup Finalists 
1956, 1960 

Wills Cup Finalists
1974

Federation Cup Finalists
1985

Second Division Winners
1984, 1986, 1997, 2009, 2016, 2019 

Second Division Runners up 
1953, 1967, 1969, 1976, 1982, 1989

Federation Cup Semi Finalists 
1963

Coca Cola Cup Finalists
1979

Coca Cola Cup Semi Finalists
1978, 1980

Craven “A” Cup Finalists
1962

Wills Cup Semi Finalists 
1973, 1976, 1982

Jaxen Cup Winners
1969

Jaxen Cup Semi Finalists
1961, 1962 

Pozza Cup Finalists
1948, 1950

Barmera Carnival Trophy Winners
1967 

Mayor of Mitcham Cup Winners
1993, 2000, 2001, 2002

CUB Club of the Year
1997

Ampol Cup Finalists
1981

Ampol Cup Semi Finalists
1960, 1964, 1980

RESERVES & U23

Bailetti Cup Winners
1949, 1990

Bailetti Cup Finalists
1980

Bailetti Cup Semi Finalists
1971, 1975

U23 Cup Winners
1999

INTERMEDIATES & JUNIORS

U19 Premier League Champions
2009

U19 Premier League Minor Premiers
2008, 2009

U19 State League Champions
2002

Junior Cup Winners
1960

Intermediate Cup Winners
1948

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS NATIONAL / STATE

News Trophy Winner
Billy McLean

1957-58

News Trophy Winner
Peter Stone


1959-60

West End Medal Winner
Tom Caton


1973

SASCA Coach of the Year
Denis Harlow

1979

Advertiser/PGH Medal
Lemmy Vatsilas

1985

Guilio Bailetti Medal
Alan Paice (jnr)

1997

Sergio Melta Medal
Les Matiscsak

1999

Alex Hastings Medal
Les Matiscsak

1999

SASF Team of the Year
Mike Harkness

2004

Rising Star Award
Robert Macdonald
2004

FFSA Team of the Year
Shane Thompson

2006

Premier League Coach of the Year
Neil Young
2009

Rab Jones Trophy
Jonathon Rideout

2011

Sergio Melta Medal
Jim Stavrides

2013
Premier League Coach of the Year (Martyn Crook Award)


Michael Brooks

2013

State League Coach of the Year 



Billy Graves

2015

Bob Telfer Medal
Jace Cummins

2015

Bob Telfer Medal
Jace Cummins

2016

TEAM REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVES

R. (Bob) Burton, A. (Andy) Dunstan *, W. (Billy) McLean *, Peter Stone * 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVES

R. (Bob) Burton, E. (Ted) Donnelly *, M. (Malcolm) Dunbar *, A. (Andy) Dunstan *, D. (Denis) Harlow, P. (Paul) Higgins, B. (Ben) Jansen, D. (David) Leane, D. (Dave) Mahony, S.A. (Steve) Maxwell, K. (Kevin) McCormack, W. (Billy) McLean *, N. (Nick) Mitchell, R. (Ralph) Morris *, L. (Laurie) Peterson, J. (John) Pope, P. (Peter) Stone *, R. (Robert) Walczynski, B. (Brian) Welsh, N. (Nathan) Wildy 
INDIVIDUAL HONOURS NATIONAL / STATE
The club has been honoured over the years with six members receiving various National and State level honours bestowed on them for services to the game, Alf Sillitoe, George Wallace, Harry Stockley snr, Denis Harlow, John Evans and Tony Henshaw have all had a long association with Cumberland United Football Club and all are Life Members of the club.

Life Member SASFA/FFSA
Alf Sillitoe *

1950’s

George Wallace *
1950’s

Denis Harlow OAM
2012

Tony Henshaw

2013

Meritorious Service Award SASF
Harry Stockley (snr) *
1970

Denis Harlow

1988

ASF National Hall of Fame 

Denis Harlow

2003

Football Federation SA Hall of Fame
John Evans *

2003

Denis Harlow

2004

Tony Henshaw

2017

Order of Australia Medal 
Denis Harlow OAM
2005

An additional significant situation of note is that Ex-President/Chairman and Life Member of Cumberland United Football Club, Tony Henshaw, was elected Chairman of the South Australian Soccer Federation for years 2002, 2003, 2004 & 2005. The first and only time a member of Cumberland United Football Club has been elected into the highest position in the game in South Australia. Tony was also Vice Chairman of the SASF from 1996 to 2001 and Vice Chairman of Adelaide United in its inaugural year 2003. In 2014 Tony was appointed as Chairman of the SA Football Hall of Fame Honours Committee and in 2017 was inducted into the Hall of Honour in the Football Federation SA Hall of Fame.  
Another two significant situations occurred when both John Evans and Denis Harlow were appointed onto the FIFA Technical Committee for the 1981 FIFA World Youth Championships. Also, Denis Harlow was appointed Liaison Officer for the Saudi Arabian team competing in the 1993 FIFA World Youth Championship and in 1999/2000 was appointed full time Technical Operations Manager (Football) for the 2000 Olympic Games. Denis was also the inaugural Chairman of the current SA Football Hall of Fame Honours Committee and was in the position from 2001 to 2007.
OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE

Biggest Victory League 
11 – 0 
v 
South Adelaide 
1943

Biggest Victory Cup
14 – 0 
v 
Elizabeth “B”
1960

Biggest defeat
  0 – 8 
v
Port Thistle 
1954

Most Goals in a game       7 M. Dunbar *
v
South Adelaide
1943

Most Goals in a season   40 M. Dunbar * 
State Record
1944
At one period Cumberland had a remarkable unbeaten run which saw the team not lose a game at home between 27th August 1977 and 28th April 1979 when the team lost to Para Hills 0 – 2 

The run started after a loss to U.S.C. Lion on the 27th August 1977, score 1 – 2 

The team that day was:

R. PARKS *, M. BALL, M. MOORE, A. PORTLOCK, L. PETERSON, T. DOBNEY, J. MASON, J. STUART, B. WELSH, D. MEXSOM, S. PARKS

RES: D. ANDERSON, B. LEANE, G. PANKHURST 

SCORER: D. MEXSOM

B. Leane substituted for S. Parks 20 minutes into the 2nd half.

COACHES: DENIS HARLOW, DENNIS GRANT

Some of the teams Cumberland has played against over the years are still in existence, others have disbanded or amalgamated. Club names in some cases may sound strange by today’s standards but were very significant in their day.

Some of Cumberland’s opponents of the past are as follows:

South Adelaide, Perry Engineering Company, Sturt, Northumberland & Durham, Kingswood, Juventus, Port Thistle, Malta, Orange, Enfield, Railways, Eastern Districts, Austria, Mitcham, Budapest, Edinburgh, Pennington, I.C.I., Windsor, Weapons Research, Tube Mills, Postal Institute, Wakefield Wanderers, Don Largs, Vytis, Prospect United, Melita, Woodside United, Hungaria, Napoli, Olympic. 

Cumberland for many years competed at Amateur level with teams entered in the local Sunday Amateur League. Many past “A” Team players have continued playing in the clubs Amateur teams after their senior playing days were over.

In 1988 the Brighton City club disbanded and their Amateur team combined with Cumberland and again in 1991 another amateur team, Clipsal United, disbanded and their players also became part of Cumberland.

In 1980 Cumberland fielded a Women’s team for the first time which was coached by Daryl (Harpo) Evans and assisted by Garry Reeves. The team was called Cumberland Vixens.

The formation of this team was initiated by Mrs Rita Pidgeon and Carol Sissons and made up of various player’s wives and friends who wanted to play soccer.

The team started in Division 2 and became Champions in their first year and consequently promoted to Division 1.

The Vixens fielded two teams in 1981, one in Division 1 and the other in Division 2.

The coaching staff changed with Eddie Chilarski taking over the 1st Division side and Simon Murdoch helping with the Division 2 side.

In 1981 the first team came second in Division 1 and won the cup in the same year while the second team came second in Division 2. This was quite an achievement for a team which had been in existence for only 2 years.

Over the following years the Vixens had various coaches but eventually moved their operations to the Marion club in approximately 1987.
* Deceased

